RECOLLECTIONS AND REFLECTIONS
as in the ferric, while in salts like the fcrricyanides iron was hardly magnetic at all.
The number of research students increased so rapidly after the introduction of the new regulations that in a few years they became what they have been ever since, a characteristic feature of the Laboratory, giving it quite a cosmopolitan tone. We have had among them students from practically every i mportan t un i vcrsity in Europe, Asia, Africa and America. Along with Cambridge students staying on after taking their degrees, there are generally graduates of most universities in Great Britain and the Dominions, some of them holders of the " r&5r Exhibitions", graduates from the United States, and frequently one or more professors of American universities spending their " Sabbatical Year " in research, and graduates from German, French, Russian and Polish universities. The advantage gained by our own students by their intercourse with men of widely different training and experience, of different points of view on political, social and scientific questions, of very different temperaments, can, I think, hardly be overestimated. They gain catholicity of view and some of the advantages they would get by residence in the universities from which the research students came. To give them better opportunities of getting to know each other, I arranged that we should meet for tea in my room every afternoon. Personally I found these meetings very delightful, and I made it a point to arrange my engagements so that I could attend them. We discussed almost every subject under the sun except physics. I did not encourage talking about physics because the meeting was intended as a relaxation for men working all day at physics, and also because the habit of talking " shop " is very easy to acquire but very hard to cure, and if it is not cured the 138